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On April 7, the National Steel Industry Chamber (Camara Nacional de la Industria Siderurgica,
CNIS) forecast Mexican raw steel output in 1993 at 8.7 million metric tons, which would represent
an increase of 3.6% from 1992 and the second consecutive production gain in two years. The CNIS
said the increases in Mexico are in sharp contrast to a global production decline of 3% over the past
year. Furthermore, the CNIS said production of steel plates and finished steel products would total
6.6 million MT and 9.2 million MT this year, respectively, up 4.8% and 1.9% from 1992. However,
despite the CNIS's optimistic predictions, Mexican steel producers like their counterparts overseas
are facing a depressed global economic environment. The global slump has increased competition
with foreign producers and forced Mexican steel producers into trade disputes both at the import
and export level. The Mexican steel industry is fighting countervailing duties imposed by the US,
leading the Mexican government to retaliate against US imports with their own temporary duties
(for further coverage see SourceMex, 02/03/93, 02/10/93 and 03/31/93). On the other hand, the
Mexican steel sector has asked the government to investigate imports of Brazilian steel at less- thanfair market value (see story this issue of SourceMex for further details). [Source: Notimex, 04/07/93]
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